Cmiel, Kenneth. "Whitman the Democrat." In David S. Reynolds, ed., A Historical Guide to Walt Whitman, [Sets out to answer the question, "What were Whitman's politics?," and argues that "Whitman's political ideas became a mesh of his working-class background and literary aspirations" as he blended liberal positions with democratic ones and became "a liberal defender of freedom and a radical democrat," moving from artisanal democracy in the 1840s to "transcendental democracy" in the 1850s and finally, by the 1870s, to a "stale" retreat from "both the individual and democratic sides of his project," finally failing in Democratic Vistas to contribute to a necessary rethinking of liberalism or democracy.] Creston, Paul. 
